# The development of socialist ideas during freedom struggle -2
# Nehru's call for a joint anti-imperialist front

Despite these ideological differences, Nehru remained committed to the
idea of a united front against imperialism. He believed that the fight against
colonial rule was paramount and that all anti-imperialist forces, regardless
of their ideological leanings, should come together to achieve this common
goal.

Nehru's call for a joint anti-imperialist front was not just confined to
India. He envisioned a global alliance of oppressed nations and
revolutionary movements that would work together to dismantle the
structures of colonialism and imperialism. This vision was in line with his
socialist beliefs and his commitment to internationalism.

# ldeological debates within the Congress

The growing influence of socialist ideas within the INC led to intense
ideological debates. These debates were not just about the means to
achieve independence but also about the kind of society that independent
India should strive to build.

The Congress Socialist Party played a crucial role in these debates,
pushing for radical social and economic reforms. They argued for land
redistribution, workers’ rights, and state control over key industries. On the
other hand, more conservative members of the INC, like Patel, emphasized
the importance of individual enterprise and a free-market economy.

These debates were not just academic; they had real implications for
the policies and strategies of the Indian National Movement. They shaped
the INC's approach to the freedom struggle and its vision for post-
independence India.

The rise of socialist ideals in the Indian National Movement was a
significant development that shaped the course of India's struggle for
independence. Influenced by global events like the Bolshevik Revolution,



Indian leaders began to see the need for social and economic justice in
addition to political freedom. The establishment of the Congress Socialist
Party, Nehru's advocacy for socialism, and the ideological debates within
the INC all highlight the growing influence of socialist ideas during this
period.

These debates and ideological rifts may have posed challenges, but they
also enriched the freedom movement, bringing in diverse perspectives and
ideas. As we reflect on this period, it is essential to recognize the role of
these socialist ideals in shaping modern India, a nation that continues to
strive for social justice and equitable development.



